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89-737 December 4, 1989 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
BOG REPRESENTATIVES 'PRACTICE WHAT THEY PREACH' 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Two women members of an Illinois public university 
board system are "practicing what they preach." 
Along with more than 800 students, Nancy Froelich of Lake 
Bloomington and Evelyn Kaufman of Chicago will receive bachelor's 
degrees during Fall Commencement Ceremonies at Eastern Illinois 
University Dec. 10. 
Froelich is chairwoman of the Illinois Board of Governors of State 
Colleges and Universities and Kaufman is immediate past chairwoman and 
current member of the BOG. 
"If we are going to be setting the best policies for the BOG's five 
universities, then we must continue increasing our own knowledge," said 
Froelich and Kaufman in a joint statement. 
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llthough both waited until later in life to complete their college 
degrees, they have years of experience in higher education and public 
service. 
The two represent thousands of adults who have participated in the 
Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts Degree Program. Systemwide, the 
program has an enrollment of nearly 11,500 adult learners. 
"By participating in Eastern's BOG program, they were able to earn 
credit for college-level knowledge acquired in a non-collegiate 
setting," said Dr. Shirley Neal, director of Eastern's program, which 
is administered through the School of Adult and Continuing Education. 
"The BOG program is essentially an evaluation of a lifetime of 
educational growth, supplemented by additional coursework," Neal added. 
Throughout their educational experience, both women retained their 
executive roles both in and out of higher education. 
A Bloomington native, Froelich has been a member of the BOG for 12 
years and has served as chairwoman since 1986. 
She also is chairwoman of the McLean County Board, a member of the 
Illinois Board of Higher Education, vice chairwoman of the Mennonite 
College of Nursing in Bloomington and member of the Executive Board of 
the Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development of Bloomington-Normal-
McLean County. 
A licensed funeral director and partner in Froelich Memorial Homes, 
Froelich attended Illinois Wesleyan University, which most recently 
honored her as a Distinguished Alumnus. 
Froelich said, "Regardless of all my activities and the fulfillment 
and satisfaction I have gained in my public and private life, I have 
always felt a sense of inadequacy because I didn't complete my college 
education. I am grateful to the BOG degree program and the faculty of 
EIU for affording me the opportunity to finish what I began so long 
ago." 
-more-
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... ""' - l Kaufman, who has served on the Board for 14 years, two of those as 
chairwoman, in 1984 ~ecame the first woman to be elected to chair an 
Illinois public university system governing board. 
As chairwoman, she was instrumental in enhancing the visibility of 
the BOG system in the state and nation and chaired the first BOG 
meeting with satellite link to officials in Washington, D.C. 
She has also been active in numerous civic/community organizations 
including the League of Women Voters. She served as president of the 
League in LaSalle/Peru from 1971-73 and as budget chair of the Illinois 
League in 1974. 
Kaufman said, "Having been a child of the Depression, I never had 
the opportunity to attend college. Throughout my life, I have been 
involved in community affairs, in addition to having personal 
responsibilities, that I have not had time to go back to school as a 
full-time student. 
"It was through the BOG program that I was able to fulfill my 
lifelong ambition to get an education." 
Both women are coming Sunday to the 2 p.m. Commencement Ceremony at 
Eastern by charter bus and will be accompanied by their families and 
close friends. 
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